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What is the Every Student 

Succeeds Act (ESSA)?

ESSA was signed into law in 

2015, replacing the

No Child Left Behind Act 

from 2001. All states were 

required by the U.S. 

Department of Education 

(USDE) to submit by 

September 2017 their ESSA 

implementation plan for 

approval. New York Stateôs 

plan was approved in 

January 2018.

The Every Student 

Succeeds Act (ESSA) is a 

federal law that includes 

requirements for schools, 

Local Educational 

Agencies (e.g., districts 

and charter schools) and 

states, including some 

related to accountability, 

school improvement, 

educator development and 

student supports.
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Whatôs new in ESSA?

ÁNew ways to 
identify 
schools for 
support and 
interventions

ÁNew goals 
and broader 
measures of 
student 
success 
beyond test 
scores

Accountability

ÁInterventions 
determined 
locally, not by 
the U.S. 
Department 
of Education 

ÁSchool-
focused 
planning and 
district-led 
support 

School 
Improvement

ÁNew focus on 
English 
Learners

ÁAdditional 
reporting for 
at-risk student 
groups (e.g., 
homeless 
students, 
military-
connected 
students)

Student 
Supports

ÁMore options 
for teacher 
and principal 
training 

ÁNew focus on 
educator 
equity and 
effectiveness 

Educator 
Development
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How does ESSA help 

every student succeed?



Instruction for All Students 

ÅStandards and Assessments

ÅCivic Readiness

ÅAdvanced Coursework

ÅPersonalized Learning

5

Effectively using 

technology to 

personalize learning

More students 

participating

a measure of school quality and 

student success
KC

KC

KC



Support for All Students

ÅStudent Attendance

ÅTransitional Support

ÅStudent Services & Support

ÅSocio-Emotional Well Being
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Students who miss more than 

10% of instruction have 

dramatically lower rates of 

academic success

P-12: The process is multi-

dimensional, including physical, 

emotional, social, and cognitive 

development.  Includes 

incarcerated students returning to 

schools.

ongoing interstate and intrastate 

coordination of services for 

migratory children and youth

Dignity for All Students Act (DASA)

Social Emotional Wellness and Adverse Childhood 

Experiences (ACES)

KC

KC

KC

KC



Responsiveness for All Students

ÅSchool Climate

ÅCultural Responsive and 
Sustaining Instruction

ÅSafety

ÅParent and Student 
Engagement and Voice
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Measures School Climate by Using School 

Climate Surveys

Developing policies and practices to build a 

culture and climate that is free of intimidation, 

harassment, and bullying

Ensure that cultural 

responsiveness informs all 

school policies and practices 

and guides interactions 

among all members of the 

school community
Reduce the number of Violent 

and Disruptive Incident Reports, 

number of Incidents of 

Discrimination and/or 

Harassment , number of 

Incidents of Cyber-bullying

Parent surveys; local evidence of participation

KC

KC

KC

KC



Access for All Students

ÅStaffing Resources

ÅExcellent Educators

ÅEquitable Resources

ÅExtra-Curricular Opportunities
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Studentôs class size 

Number of counselors 

per student

Student Access to 

Highly Qualified 

Teachers

Equitable allocation of resources in all public 

schools ïper pupil funding by school

students can serve their schools and their 

communities, participate in community-based 

internships, and engage in sports and arts

KC

KC

KC

KC



Decrease in Chronic Absenteeism
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For all schools, measures 

the percentage of students 

who miss 10% or more of 

the school year against 

long-term goals and 

Measures of Interim 

Progress (MIPs)

ñNo Showsò do not count 

Must have been enrolled 10 

or more days and attended at 

least 1 day

Grade K not included

Two sets of goals:  Gr 1-8 

and gr 9-12

KC

KC

KC



Decrease Chronic Absenteeism
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Decrease Chronic Absenteeism
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Decrease in Out of School Suspensions

Å During the 2015-16 school year, there were 82,839 (3%) student
suspensions. 

Å During the 2017-18 school year, New York State collected 
information on out-of-school suspensions at the individual student 
level. 

Å Currently schools report aggregate information on out-of-school 
suspensions by racial/ethnic group and gender but not by low-
income, English language learner, or disability status. 

Å The 2017-18 school year data will serve as the baseline for holding 
schools accountable for out-of-school suspension rates. 

Å Beginning with 2018-19 school year results, NYSED will assign 
each school a Level 1-4 rating for each subgroup for which the 
school is accountable. 

12
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Increase in Grades 3-8 ELA & Math 

Participation Rates
Where are we now? 

Elementary/Middle-Level ELA
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Group Name Percent of Enrolled Students with Valid Test Scores

All Students 79%*

American Indian or Alaska 

Native 

84%*

Black or African American 90%*

Hispanic or Latino 87%*

Asian or Native 

Hawaiian/Other Pacific 

Islander 

95%

White 66%*

Multiracial 74%*

Students With Disabilities 75%*

Limited English Proficient 91%

Economically 

Disadvantaged 

85%*

*The percentage of students tested in the current year fell below 95 percent, so the numbers of 

enrolled and tested students in the current year and previous year were combined to provide the 

school/district with another opportunity to meet the participation rate criterion.

Participation below 95% impacts 

the Performance Index and 

triggers improvement plans
KC



Increase in Grades 3-8 ELA & Math 

Participation Rates
Where are we now? 

Elementary/Middle-Level Math
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Group Name Percent of Enrolled Students with Valid Test Scores

All Students 78%*

American Indian or Alaska 

Native 

83%*

Black or African American 88%*

Hispanic or Latino 86%*

Asian or Native 

Hawaiian/Other Pacific 

Islander 

95%

White 67%*

Multiracial 72%*

Students With Disabilities 73%*

Limited English Proficient 90%*

Economically Disadvantaged 84%*

*The percentage of students tested in the current year fell below 95 percent, so the numbers of 

enrolled and tested students in the current year and previous year were combined to provide the 

school/district with another opportunity to meet the participation rate criterion.



Improvement in Science Results in 

Grade 4
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Improvement in Science Results in 

Grade 8
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Keep in mind that some students take Science Regents in gr 8 KC



Increase in English Language Learners 

Progress Towards Proficiency

ÅNew methodology for measuring progress 
toward achieving English language 
proficiency (ELP)

ÅExpected progress is differentiated based 
on initial proficiency and years of ELL 
support

ÅIndicator compares anticipated progress to 
actual progress

17KC



Increase in Level 4 Scores on State Assessments in 

ELA, Math and Science

18

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

P
e
rf

o
rm

in
g
 a

t 
L
e

v
e
l 
4

Subgroups

2016-17  Elementary & Middle Level Results 

3-8 ELA

3-8 Math

4 & 8 Science
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Performance Index will award 2.5 points 

for each Level 4 score



Increase in Graduation Rates

19

Based on an ñendò goal of a 95% 

four-year cohort graduation rate, 

96% for the five-year rate, and 

97% for the six-year rate, NY 

State has established a long-term 

goal for 2021-2022 of closing the 

graduation rate gap with the ñendò 

goal by 20%.



Increase in Graduation Rates
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Increase in Graduation Rates
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Increase in Graduation Rates
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Increase in College, Career, and Civic 

Readiness

ÅNew accountability indicator 

ÅIncentivizes participation in challenging 

coursework, advanced designation 

diplomas, career and technical education 

certificates and the seal of biliteracy

23KC



CCCRIndex:
Measures of Readiness

103

Progress

Note: If a student achieves multiple readiness measures, the student is included at the weight of the 

most heavily weighted measure he or she achieves. For example, if a student receives a Regents 

Diploma with a Seal of Biliteracy and also passes a dual enrollment course, she is weighted at 2.0.

Readiness Measures Weighting

Å Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation

Å Regents Diploma with CTE Endorsement

Å Regents Diploma with Seal of Biliteracy

Å Regents Diploma and score of 3 or higher on an Advanced Placement (AP) exam

Å Regents Diploma and score of 4 or higher on International Baccalaureate (IB) exam

Å Regents Diploma/ Local Diploma and the passage of nationally certified Career and Technical

Education (CTE) examination

Å Skills and Achievement Commencement Credential with an average score of 4 on the New York State 

Alternate Assessment Examinations (NYSAA) in language arts, mathematics and science

2.0

Å Regents Diploma and high school credit earned through participation in an AP, IB or dual enrollment (in high

school and accredited college) course

Å Regents Diploma with Career Development and Occupational Studies (CDOS) endorsement

Å Skills and Achievement Commencement Credential with an average score of 3 on the NYSAA in

language arts, mathematics and science

1.5

Å Regents or Local Diploma only

Å Skills and Achievement Commencement Credential with an average score of 2 on the NYSAA in 

language arts, mathematics and science

1.0

Å Annual (not cohort) High School Equivalency (HSE) Diploma

recipients (included in numerator but not denominator

Å CDOS Credential

0.5

Å No high school diploma or HSE diploma 0

Calculated 
on 4-year 

grads

Not using 
SAT or ACT 

scores

Incentivizes 
higher level 
coursework

Only 1 AP needed ςany one

)  because not linked to a cohort ïmust receive the GED within 2 years

!ǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀ ǘȅǇŜ 
and level of coursework

KC

KC

KC

KC

KC

Å Regents Diploma and Participation in a P-Tech Programs 



NewYorkStatewill usemultiple measuresof successto identify schools
needing support beginningwith 2017- 2018 School Year Results

Student Academic 

Achievement

For all schools, based on the Composite Performance Index, which measures achievement on 

state assessments in English language arts (ELA), math and science. For high schools, also 

measures achievement on state assessments in science and social studies

Student Growth

Academic Progress

Graduation Rates

English Language 

Proficiency

Chronic Absenteeism

College, Career and 

Civic Readiness

For elementary and middle schools, measures student growth on statewide assessments 

in ELA and math for students in grades 4-8 by comparing the scores of students in the 

current year to the scores of students with similar scores in prior years

For high schools, measures four-, five-, and six-year cohort graduation rates against long-

term goals and MIPs

For all schools, measures the progress of English Language Learners in meeting their 

individual progress targets on the New York State English as a Second Language 

Achievement Test (NYSESLAT)

For all schools, measures the percentage of students who miss 10% or more of the 

school year against long-term goals and MIPs

For high schools, measures the percentage of students who are leaving school prepared 

for college, career, and civic readiness as measured by diplomas, credentials, advanced 

course credits and enrollment, career and technical education certifications, and other 

similar indicators against long-term goals and MIPs

For all schools, measures student progress on state assessments in ELA and math 

against long-term goals and measures of interim progress (MIPs).

Note: NYS will add an indicator based on out-of-school suspension rates in 2018-2019 (to be used for school 

identification after 2020-2021) and will consider adding additional indicators in the future.

KC



ESSA Data Reporting
NYS Report Cards (SRCs)

Enrollment Report

Student and Educator Report

New SIRS-VRs



New York State Report Cards

The New York State Report Card is available at data.nysed.gov and currently 

looks like this.

27

https://data.nysed.gov/reportcard.php?year=2017&state=yes


2017-18 NYS Report Card

DRAFT CONTENT
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Elementary/Middle-Level Accountability 

Status & Indicator Outcomes

29
Each school will have an array of levels and that array 

will determine the accountability status KC



Elementary/Middle-Level Composite 

Performance

30

Performance Index calculated 

including non-tested

Performance Index calculated using 

only tested students (NCLB method)

Combines Core Subject and 

Weighted Average Performance
KC

KC

All calculations include a percentile ranking among 

all NYS schools in order to assign a Level KC

Includes ELA, Math and Science 

(More ELA and Math scores than science)

KC



Identification of CSISchools:
Elementary and Middle Schools

A school would receive a 

rating ofñNoneòif it has fewer 

than 30 ELLs.

Elementary School ABC

As shown in prior slides, Elementary School ABC received a score of 

Level 2 for Composite Performance and Level 4 on Student Growth, 

which means it will not be identified for CSI.

138

If a school does not meet all the criteria in one of the five rows, it will not be identified. For 

example, if a school receivesa ñ2òor above on both Composite Performance Index and Growth, 

it will not be identified for CSI (regardless of its performance on other indicators)

Elementary and middle schools will be identified if the ñAllStudentsògroup meets all of 

the criteria in any of the five scenarios in the table below.

Scenario Composite 

Performance

Student 

Growth

Combined Composite

& Growth

ELP Progress Chronic 

Absenteeism

1 Both Level 1 Level 1 Any Level Any Level

2 Either Level 1 Level 1 None Any One of the Two is Level 1

3 Either Level 1 Level 1 Level 1 Any Level

4 Either Level 1 Level 1 Level 2 Any Level 1

5 Either Level 1 Level 1 Level 3 or 4 Both Level 1

CSI requires Level 1 for Combined Composite and 
Growth

5 ways to 
be 

identified 
CSI

If Level 2 or above for 
.ƻǘƘΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ  ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ 

CSI



New weighting for Performance Levels

Å Under NCLB:                Level 1 = 0 points

Level 2 = 1

Level 3 = 2

Level 4 = 2

Å Under ESSA:                Level 1 = 0 points

Level 2 = 1

Level 3 = 2

Level 4 = 2.5

32KC

Max PI = 200

Max PI = 250

KC

KC



Elementary/Middle-Level Growth

33

student growth in grades 4-8

based on statewide assessments 

in ELA and math ïLevels 

determined by %ile rank of index

Combines Academic 

Performance and Growth as an 

indicator for identifying schools in 

need of support ïLevels 

determined by %ile rank

KC

KC



Student Growth Measure

19KC

Different SGP than used in APPR ς

Only uses prior score to determine similar students ςdoes not use 
similar students groupings used in APPR

Calculates individual student growth in grades 4-8 using Student

Growth Percentiles (SGPs) that compare students across the
state to those who had similar scores in prior years

KC

KC

Sum three years of ELA and three years of math SGPs for all 

students in the subgroup and then divide by the number of results
for those grades/subjects to create the Mean Growth Percentile

Mean 
Growth 
Percentile

Student
Growth
Level

45 or less 1

45.1 to 50 2

50.1 to 54 3

Greaterthan 
54

4

KC



New YorkôsSystem is All About the Levels:

Establishing Performance Levels for Each Indicator

19

Composite 
PerformanceIndex 

Rank

Composite 
Performance 

Level

10%or Less 1

10.1 to 50% 2

50.1 to 75% 3

Greaterthan75% 4

Mean 
Growth 
Percentile

Student
Growth
Level

45 or less 1

45.1 to 50 2

50.1 to 54 3

Greaterthan 
54

4

Rank Based on
Combined Composite
Performance and
Growth

Level

In the lowest 10% 1

Between10.1%and 50% 2

Between50.1 and 75% 3

In the highest75% 4

KC
KC



Secondary-Level Accountability Status 

& Indicator Outcomes

36



Identification of CSISchools:
High Schools

High School XYZ

What does it mean to have ñlowgraduation rates?ò

All public schools, beginning with 2017-18 school year accountability, that have graduation rates below 67%

for the four-year graduation rate cohort and do not have graduation rates at or above 67% for the five- or six-

year cohorts will be preliminarily identified for CSI.

As shown on prior slides, High School XYZ received a level 2 on the graduation rate 

measure, and it received a level 4 on the Composite Performance Index. So it may 

not be identified for CSI because it did not receive a level 1 on either the Graduation 

Rate measure or Composite Performance Index.

140

High schools will be identified in two ways: (1) if the ñAllStudentsògroup meets all

of the criteria in any of the five scenarios below or (2) if they have low graduation

rates.
Scenario Compos

ite 

Performa

nce

Graduation Rate Combined Composite

Index & 

Graduation Rate

ELP Progress Chroni

c 

Absenteei

sm

CCCR

1 Both Level 1 Level 1 Any Level Any Level

2 Either Level 1 Level 1 None Any One of the Three is Level 1

3 Either Level 1 Level 1 Level 1 Any Level

4 Either Level 1 Level 1 Level 2 Any Level 1

5 Either Level 1 Level 1 Level 3 or 4 Any Two Level 1

5 ways to 
be 

identified 
CSI

CSI requires Level 1 for Combined Composite and 
Growth

If Level 2 or above for 
.ƻǘƘΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ  ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ 

CSI



Secondary-Level Composite 

Performance & Graduation Rate

38

Includes ELA, Math, Science and Social Studies

ELA and Math weighted by factor of 3

Science by factor of 2

Social Studies by factor of 1

KC

Academic Progress

Graduation Rate

Chronic Absenteeism

Levels are determined by 

achieving 1yr, 5yr and aspirational 

end goals

KC

The long term 5 yr goal is to close the 

aspirational goal gap by 20% KC



Three Levels of Goal-Setting

ÅEnd Goals  - Aspirational  - no due date set 

ÅLong Term Goals ï5 year goals  - reduce the 
gap to End Goal by 20%

ÅMIPs ïMeasures of Interim Progress ïAnnual 
Goals ïone-fifth of the Long Term Goal

K

C

Progress, Absenteeism, Grad Rates, ELP 

and CCR use Goal-Setting



NewYorkState recognizeswherea school or group is starting
and expectsprogressfrom all

Based on a set ñendò goal 

of 200 points on the ELA 

and math Performance 

Indices, NY State has 

established a long-term 

goal for 2021-2022 of 

each accountability 

subgroup closing the 

achievement gap with the 

ñendògoal by 20%.

Academic Achievement

Based on anñendògoal of 

a 95% four-year cohort 

graduation rate, 96% for 

the five-year rate, and 

97% for the six-year rate, 

NY State has established 

a long-term goal for 2021-

2022 of closing the 

graduation rate gap with 

theñendògoal by 20%.

Graduation Rates

Based on anñendògoal of 

95% of English learners 

making progress in 

achieving English 

proficiency, NY State has 

established a long-term 

goal for 2021-2022 of 

closing the proficiency 

gap by 20%.

English Language 

Proficiency

Note: Goals are set at the state, district and school level for each subgroup. NYS
also has set goals for other indicators of School Quality or Student Success, including
chronic absenteeism and college, career, and civic readiness.

Duration for 
end goals not 

yet 
determined ς
aspirational 

goal

Duration for 
long-term goals 

= 5 years



Academic Progress & Chronic Absenteeism

Progress& Chronic 

Absenteeism are 

indicators at both the 

elementary/middle 

and secondary levels.

41

Levels are determined by achieving 1yr, 5yr and aspirational end goals

KC



Academic Progress

ÅApplies to ELA and Math

ÅIt is an aggregate achievement measure compared to 
goals

ÅCompares the Weighted Average Achievement Index 
(includes non-tested) to 1 year (MIP), 5 year (Long 
Term) and End Goal

ÅThe number of goals met determines the Progress 
Level

42KC



Chronic Absenteeism

Å#No Showsò do not count ïmust be enrolled 10 or more 

days and attended at least 1 day

ÅGrade K is not included

ÅTwo sets of goals:  Gr 1-8  and  Gr 9-12

ÅStudents absent and receiving tutoring ïshouldnôt be 

included in attendance extract

43KC

Levels are determined by achieving 1yr, 

5yr and aspirational end goals



English Language Proficiency (ELP)

ÅMeasure is completely different from the past

ÅTakes into account the entry level of the student and 

duration of ELL support to determine anticipated 

progress

ÅTakes into account the likelihood of a school meeting its 

anticipated progress

ÅCreates an index comparing actual progress to 

anticipated progress

44KC

SuccessRatio EnglishLanguage
ProficiencyLevel

0 - 0.49 1
0.50 - 0.99 2
1.0 - 1.24 3

1.25+ 4



Sample Progress, English Language Proficiency 

(ELP), & Chronic Absenteeism

Progress, ELP, & 

Chronic Absenteeism 

are indicators at both 

the elementary/middle 

and secondary levels.
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Increase in College, Career, and Civic 

Readiness

ÅNew accountability indicator 

ÅIncentivizes participation in challenging 

coursework, advanced designation 

diplomas, career and technical education 

certificates and the seal of biliteracy

46KC



College, Career, & Civic Readiness

47



Sample Participation Rate

Participation rates are calculated at 

both the elementary/middle and 

secondary levels. The enrollment used 

at the EM level is students enrolled 

during the test administration period. 

The enrollment used at the HS level is 

12th graders. At the EM level, ELLs in 

U.S. schools for less than a year may 

take the NYSESLAT & count as ELA 

participants. 48



Staff Qualifications

Inexperienced teachers and principals are those with fewer than three 

years of experience.

49



Sample Student & Educator Report

50



Sample SIRS-105 High School Achievement & 

Graduation Rate Accountability Verification Report

Verify data used to determine Secondary-Level Composite Performance and é

51



Sample SIRS-105 High School Achievement & Graduation Rate 

Accountability Verification Report (cont)

éGraduation Rate.

52


